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Defectors: CIA Broke Promisés

“So long as they consider you a person without

113 eyw g’:’y w(;":nnm'; Bureau choice, they don’t respect you,” Horodinca said on
y mngm‘ they defe to Friday. “They have you in their power. They can
Washington — Five years after they defected kill you softly. It’s a battle of wills. You are alone,

the United States, two former Soviet bloc officials yourself, against the whole clique.”

Speak bitterly of their handling by the Central Horodinca, who defected in March, 1980, was
Intelligence Agency, which they say pumped most bitter that agency officials supposedly told
them and dumped them. . _ congressional investigators and lawyers who were
Nicholae Horodinca and Nicola Traian, both looking into his case tﬁt he was “mentally unsta-
Romanians, currently are working in the United ble, a pathological liar, lazy and wanted only to get
States at jobs far below their level of skill, intellj. rich.” “What | wanted was a Job,” he said.
gence and education. Horodinca, a former press Horodinca, 39, had a law degree in Romania and
and congressional relations counselor in the em- is an astute analyst of East-West affairs. After
bassy in Washington, is now repairing electronic ~ four years at a Northern Virginia community col-
typewriters. Traian, a former embassy intelli- lege that led to an associate degree in electronics,
ence station chief, works in an import-export ~ Horodinca found a job psane_l%mc-typewnter
grm. Each earns about $15,000 a year. repairman with a major business machine firm.
Neither has U.S. citizenship nor a current rela-  He calculates he takes home $4 an hour. He can't
tionship with the CIA. Horodinca says he never work for other firms because they don’t hire for-
received the promised lump sum settlement from  eign nationals. He cannot get U.S. citizehship un-
the agency. Traian, who did, tried to re-defect lagt  til he has been in the United States for 10 years.
year to Romania. Drawing his last savings, he His past follows him about. Six months ago he
took his wife and two children to Vienna and ap- went to service typewriters at the FB] headquar-
plied for tourist visas from the Romanian govern-  ters in W n, a8 he had for the previous 18
ment. The family was refused visas and returned months. This time he was stopped at the en-
to the United States. . trance. “They asked me to wait. | waited for 15
Their accounts may shed light on the intelli- minutes. Then they said: ‘We don’t need your ser-
gence debacle that occurred last week when Vita- vices any more.’”
ly Yurchenko, one of the highest-ranking KGB Traian, 36, who defected in November, 1979,
officials to seek U.S. asylum in decades, an- came to a settlement with the CIA, but only aftera
nounced he was returning to the Soviet Union. bitter stand-off two years ago that ended with his
The Senate Select Committee on Intelligence hiring a lawyer to represent him. First, the CIA
did a year-long investigation of CLA handling of insisted that he submit to a new series of lie-
defectors after the complaints of Horodinca and detector tests. He said they were held in different
Traian — they have since changed their names — locations. He had no legal counsel with him and
surfaced in news accounts. In 1982 the panel maintains that the polygraph operator deliberate-
called for a thorough review of CIA rocedures as ly attempted to provoke him into r and confu-
well as a financial settlement with the two Roma- sion. The agency later informed'the Senate Intelli-
nians. “In our judgment, the climate for defection gence Committee that Traian had been roven to
is being chilled by CIA procedures,” then-staff  bedishonest, The CIA has not commen publicly
Chairman Robert Simmons said. on their cases.
But little seems to have changed. Some of the Traian secured what his lawyer called a modest
IA personnel associated with the handling of settlement, apparently $20,000 or less compared
the two Romanians were replaced but not the with the $1 million Yurchenko said he was prom-
practices. ised, and invested it in a share of a house. But he
“The basic problem is that only _mediocrities was unable to meet the mortgage payments and
g0 into that area. It is not fertile ground for promo-  lost the house.
tion,” said 8im- ns, who now teaches at Yale. When he attempted to return to Romania in
the military, o..g those who have had command  summer, 1984, he told acquaintances that he had
Jobs get promoted. In the C1A clandestine branch,  been unable to find a decent job. He met Roma-
you can never get from GS-12 to GS-13 unless you nian embassy officials in Washington, but was
recruit live agents. Managing defectors will not  unable to obtain a visa from them. So, in a des-
get you a ion.” perate move, he flew with his family on Icelandic
In fact, the agency only has to look after a tiny  airlines to Luxembourg, packed them onto a train
number of defectors at any time. The Senate re. and arrived in Vienna. Denied the visa there,
port said that from 1969 to 1982 about 150 intelli.  they turned around. Traian was subsequently in-
gence, diplomatic or other foreign officials who  formed by relatives in Romania that he would
Bolﬁght litical asylum in the United States, have faced a miserable fate had the Romanian
orocﬁg' ca and 'Knua.n both assert that CIA government let him in.
personnel broke their promises to provide com- Horodinca, whose wife returned to Romania
fort_ab[e settlements and assistance in adapting and remarried and whose son lives there, plans to
to life in the United States. When they went pub-  stay in the United States because try to make
lic with their complaints, they say, the CIA re- the best of what I am here.” But he also states
taliated by cutting off their support. They say that he would have nothi g to lose in returning.
that was another example of how the agency took He has two regrets. One is not hiring a lawyer
advantage of their qu:erability as individuals  the day he defected. The second is that he stayed.
Who betrayed their countries and are seeking a "I should have done like Yurchenko,” he said. He
life in the United States. added that remaining here “isn't a test of charac-
ter. It is a matter of survival. I've survived, but at
the lowest edge of the margin of survival.”
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